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21 January 2015 
 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
 
CONSERVATION OF SALMON (ANNUAL CLOSE TIME AND CATCH AND RELEASE) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2014 (SSI 2014/327) 

 
Thank you for your letter of 8 January 2015 with which you included a copy of the transcript 
from the Committee’s consideration of the above named instrument on 17 December 2014. 
 
I have read the transcript with interest. I completely understand that the Committee would 
wish to be assured that the areas that they have identified were taken into account during 
the development of this measure, and I am happy to provide that reassurance. 
 
There have been further developments since the Committee deliberated the instrument.  
Officials from Marine Scotland have met with a delegation from the Executive Council of the 
Salmon Net Fishing Association of Scotland, to discuss their concerns about the impact 
assessment underpinning the legislation. While not making any commitments and without 
prejudice to the consideration of the information provided to date, my officials invited the 
netsmen to come back by the end of February 2015 with a more informed and evidenced 
assessment of the potential impact of the conservation measures on their individual 
businesses, which I will then consider with a view to closure of this matter. 
 
The meeting was also an opportunity to discuss the wild fisheries review, both in the context 
of next steps and the developing landscape, in much the same manner as Mike Russell MSP 
suggested during the exchanges at Committee.  
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I hope the Committee find this update of interest. 
 
I am copying this letter to Keith Allan and James MacKay from the Salmon Net Fishing 
Association of Scotland. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 
AILEEN MCLEOD 


